4                   THE HISTORIC SETTING

Before showing how and when these various bodies found
a home in Syria and Palestine, we may dwell for a moment
on the hold which religion itself, apart from any particular
form, has on the whole Syrian people. The religious con-
sciousness, everywhere and at all times, is the consciousness
of the relation of the individual to God, whatever the idea of
God may be. Apart from the quality of the conception,
I assert that the idea of God is present to the common con-
sciousness in Syria and Palestine with a vividness lacking to
the common consciousness in Western Protestant lands at
the present time. Rain, in the Holy Land, not only falls on
the just and the unjust, but the just and the unjust unite in
believing that God sends it. Such belief is more than a re-
ligious tradition: it is actual, potent. "Inshallah" ("If
God will") is often uttered merely as the equivalent of "I
hope so," but the stereotyped use of the phrase has not
usurped its real meaning. The language of daily life is
permeated with similar religious phrases. Sometimes a
gesture suffices. While writing this book, I questioned a
statement made by an Egyptian peddler at a summer resort
in the United States. Instantly his fat, jolly face became
solemn. Not a word he uttered; he only pointed upward.
God was there, and ready to witness. Owing to this para-
mount instinct of religion, as well as to other conditions that
will presently appear, a Syrian is always labelled with the tag
of the particular faith which he follows. Asking the details
of a murder, you may receive the answer: " A Moslem killed
a Jew" or "A Christian shot a Druse." You are likely to
describe your servants, for example, as "Two Orthodox, one
Maronite, and a Greek Catholic." How common is this
form of category may be illustrated by the question a person
may ask when wishing to know the composition of a tasty
dish or of any inanimate object. "Shu dfnu?" he says in
colloquial Arabic, "What is'its religion?"

All Syrians of whatever faith have a knowledge of the out-
ward forms of their religion, which is rare among the laity
of the United States. In the Syrian Protestant College at
Beyrout may be found followers of nearly all the faiths
mentioned in this work. rphe information in regard to the